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Mission

The development of language resources and tools for the Arabic language is
important for the economy in the Arab countries: The industry itself
provides new jobs, but more importantly the use of language technology
makes administration faster and more efficient.

At the same time it is important for the culture. By focussing on Arabic
language technology and making both the technology and content available
in Arabic, the use of Arabic will grow. Language technology can also help
access information in foreign languages, even without a very good
knowledge of these languages. And finally, it can help spread Arabic ideas
and culture to non-Arabic languages.

Background

The NEMLAR project, 2003-2005, was funded by the European
Commission with the goal of supporting cooperation between European
actors and actors in the Mediterranean region with the purpose of advancing
the state of language technology for Arabic and other regional languages.

The goals of the NEMLAR project was the production and availability of
shareable LRs and tools, the advancement of Arabic language technology,
and the collaboration between countries towards these goals.

MEDAR shares this mission.

The MEDAR project

MEDAR (Mediterranean Arabic Language and Speech Technology) is also
supported by the European Commission. The project is running from 2008
until 2010. See www.medar.info.

MEDAR has 4 main objectives:
1) Consolidating the Network of players in all areas of Arabic HLT.

2) Developing the Cooperation Roadmap based on a clear picture of the
foreseeable technological trends, market potentials, and cooperation
possibilities.

3) Updating the Basic Language Resource Kit: the minimum set of
resources and tools necessary for carrying out research and training on LRs
and HLT, with a focus on MT and MLIR.

4) Supporting the Development of tools and resources, in particular MT
and MLIR on the basis of partners’ technologies and open source code (e.g.
Statistical MT, MLIR, and speech recognition) and the framework for their
benchmarking.

Dissemination is a very strong component of MEDAR. Dissemination will
take place at scientific conferences, at user conferences, at workshops and
seminars, through the website and newsletter etc. We will organize an
international conference on Arabic language resources and language
technology in April 2009, as a follow-up to the conference organized in
Cairo 2004.

Join the network

NEMLAR started a network for partners who want to collaborate for the
advancement of Arabic language technology.

All institutions and enterprises are invited to join the network, if you share
our mission. By joining you will get access to the newest information about
language technology (actors, products, research) for Arabic in the region,
you will be able to participate in the surveys and in the creation of the
roadmap for cooperation.

Join the network through the website www.medar.info, and receive the
newsletter and other information.




