Welcome to the NEMLAR newsletter. We bring you the latest news on language resources and language technologies for the Arabic language and keep you abreast of the results achieved in the project, upcoming events, and other useful information.   

A version of this newsletter is also available from:   

http://www.nemlar.org/Newsletter   

To subscribe, please send an email to: nemlar@cst.dk   


If you find this newsletter useful and informative, feel free to forward it to others.  
The newsletter will appear every quarter.

Please send any feedback you may have to: nemlar@cst.dk   

NEMLAR is a European Commission supported initiative dedicated to surveying the state of the art of language resources for the Arabic language and the needs for such resources.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

Newsletter Content   

------------------   

1. Surveying existing institutions and LR using or developing Arabic  
2. New books and software for the Arabic language
3. Upcoming Events  
4. How to contribute to the NEMLAR network

5. Links

1. Surveying existing institutions and LR using or developing Arabic  

********************************************************************
For four months the NEMLAR project has surveyed existing institutions involved in the development of Arabic and language resources. 

The aim is to collect some basic and general information about institutions and companies involved in HLT and to extend the project contact database through the identification of new players in each sector and geographical area.  

The first results show that most of the surveyed institutions are institutions involved in education, research and development of software. The number of institutions involved in HLT products distribution, technology transfer, content and telecommunication are quite low.
All the surveyed institutions are involved in HLT with a big majority involved in LR and in speech technologies. Over half of the institutions deal with written technologies, machine translation, and learning activities. A third of the institutions are active in search and knowledge mining.
Among the main products and services mentioned in the survey are: 
Arabic-French speech database, monolingual Arabic database, database development in the fields of Arabic NLP & Speech, Arabic search engine, hand writing recognition engine, term finder for the financial domain, morphological analyser, automatic diacritizer, POS tagger, automatic on-line dictionary, type written OCR for Arabic, document indexing and retrieval engine, Arabic text-to-speech, speech verification for the self learning of Holy Qur’an’s Tadjweed, automatic speech and speaker recognition.

Less than half of the institutions distribute their products and services to the domestic market, to the Arabic world and to the international market. 

The first survey results show that there is a need for LR and tools for the Arabic language.

In the months to come the NEMLAR project will continue to elaborate on the preliminary survey results by going beyond this first list and the basic information, contacting new institutions, and also detailing the descriptions of what has been identified in the first phase, (players, products, language resources, needs and requirements).

A comprehensive report will be available in December 2003 on the survey results. On the basis of this report and a report about the industrial needs for resources recommendations for the future will be made.

********************************************************************************
2. New books and software for the Arabic language

*************************************************

•Encyclopaedia of Islam on CD-rom

• Language Processing and Acquisition in Languages of Semitic, Root-based 

 Morphology, Shimron, Joseph, ed. (2003), John Benjamins Publishing

 Company, Language Acquisition & Language Disorders 28.

• IMAGiNET Arabic Writer – a handwriting recognition system, http://www.imaginet-software.com, contact person Dr. Hazim Y. Abdul, 
email: mailto:hazem@imaginet-software.com
Visit the NEMLAR web site for more information: http://www.nemlar.org
******************************************************************************  

3. Upcoming Events   

******************   

• Machine Translation for Semitic Languages: Issues and Approaches, Workshop at 

  MT Summit IX, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA, September 27, 2003, 
  http://www-2.cs.cmu.edu/~alavie/semitic-MT-wshp.html
• The Fourth Conference on Language Engineering, Cairo, October 21-22, 2003,

  www.netserver.asueng.eg/esle, Contact person: Prof. Salwa Arramly, 

  mobile +20 12 33 29 404
• LangTech 2003, Paris, November 24-25 2003, http://www.lang-tech.org/
• The Arabic Linguistic society conference, The University of Oklahoma, March 
  19-20 2004
•    Call for papers to TALN ´04 Traitement Automatique du Langage Naturel, Fes, 
  Morocco, 19- 22 April 2004, http://www.lpl.univ-aix.fr/jep-taln04/
•   Call for papers to The first joint international conference on Arabic  

  language and linguistics, Oxford, July 30-31 2004.  
  http://www.nemlar.org/Events/oxford.txt
For more information, please visit http://www.nemlar.org/Events
********************************************************************************
4. How to contribute to the NEMLAR network 

******************************************

The NEMLAR project consists of 14 partners from 9 different countries: Egypt, Tunisia, West Bank & Gaza Strip, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, The Netherlands, France, and Denmark.

If you wish to contribute to the work of the NEMLAR project you may fill in the survey questionnaire about your language resources and/or the industry needs for language resources.

Visit the NEMLAR web site in order to answer the survey questionnaire: 

http://www.nemlar.org/Survey-questionnaires
********************************************************************************

5. Links
********

Visit the Linguist List related to Arabic language:

http://listserv.linguistlist.org/archives/arabic-l.html
List of pointers to Arabic and other Semitic NLP and Speech sites:
http://www.elsnet.org/arabiclist.html
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